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something, he was forced to rely on Hamilton
more and more. Jefferson held that it would be
inexpedient for the general government to assume
the duty of fortifying the harbors, and that there
was no constitutional authority for establishing a
military academy. On November 28, 1793, there
was a prolonged wrangle over these issues at a
cabinet meeting, which the President ended by
saying that he would recommend the military
academy to Congress, and "let them decide for
themselves whether the Constitution authorized
it or not." This was the last of the quarrelsome
cabinet sessions recorded by Jefferson. He vacated
the office of Secretary of State, December 31, 1793,
and thereafter the ascendancy of Hamilton in the
Cabinet was indisputed.
An immediate effect of the change was to give
new vigor to efforts at reaching a settlement with
Great Britain. The old troubles over her reten-
tion of the western posts still continued, and in
addition to them came new difficulties arising from
war measures. On January 30, 1793, Thomas
Pinckney, then American minister to Great Britain,
wrote that war was about to begin, " and although
our claim to a free intercourse is founded in reason
and our national right, yet, as we have no armed